
START HERE 

Is Donation < $250? 

Yes 

Record of Donation; 
bank record or written 
communication from 

Charity 1 

No 

Recordkeeping Requirements for Charitable Donations 

Donate Cash, Check or Other Monetary Gift? 

Yes 

Record of Donation; 
plus Contemporaneous 

Written 
Acknowledgement 2 

Is Donation >=$250 
and <$500? 

Is Donation >=$500 
and <$5,000? 

Record of Donation; 
Contemporaneous 

Written 
Acknowledgement 2 + 

Form 8283 Part A 

No 

Is Property Donated 
Publicly Traded 

Securites, Qualified 
Vehicle, Intellectual 

Property or Inventory 

Yes 
Qualified 
Vehicle 

No 
Publicly Traded 

Securities, Intellectual 
Property and Inventory 

Record of Donation; 
Contemporaneous Written 

Acknowledgement 2 + Form 
8283 Part B + Qualified 

Appraisal 3 

Record of Donation; 
Contemporaneous Written 

Acknowledgement 2 (or Form 
1098-C) + Form 8283 Part A 

1- Written Communication= Donee Name, Date of Contribution, Amount of Cash Donated (or if non-cash then description of property donated) 

2 - Contemporaneous Written Acknowledgement = Same as Written Communication plus Statement as to whether any goods or services were provided as part of donation 
3 - Qualified Appraisal - Must include FMV, Date of Appraisal (no earlier than 60 days before date of contribution and no later than date of contribution), condition of property (if real or tangible 

property), and value of property. Qualified Appraisal does not need to be attached to Tax Return unless value >$500,000 or Artwork valued at $20,000 or more is donated (photos of artwork 
donated also required if donation is $20,000 or greater). 
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